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POLITICAL (DOMESTIC). 

The Matla-i- Nir of the 12th September states that it is 
reported at Allahabad that a young Bengali, happening to 
thake a mistike of Rs. 5 in the accounts, was ordered.by the 
Magistrate to receive five lashes, and that on his praying for 
a milder punishment on the plea of his respectable parentage, 
the officer replied that the man being of ~— birth must 
receive thirty lashes. ee 

The Oudh Akhbér of the 20th September says that on 
account of the heavy rain the village of Alamnagar in the Sitta- 
pore District was inundated, and all the houses in it were des- 
troyed. The Commissioner, who takes a special interest in the 
prosperity of the village on account of being its founder, has 
solicited the saziction of the Oudh Governiient for advancing a 
‘sum of Rs. 2,000 from the public treasury to the villagers as 
indemnification for their loss. The money is to be recovered 
by doubling the rate of the octroi-tax, and the compensation 
to be allowed to each man will be half the amount of the loss 
suffered. It has also been ruled that the new-village is to be 
built on a better site, where ¢ there will be no fear of its } Mi 
inuridated. . 

“The Agra Akhbdr of the same data, under ‘the lesding 
Beiiares, states that the bad characters in the “we catise 7 mae 
annoyance to all classes. 
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The income-tax is severely enforced. In one case & ‘ per- 
son who never received the usual notice was, nevertheless, fined. 
for not paying within the required time. The Collector re- 
fused to enquire into his defence, and did not deign to test the 
truth of his statement. 


The same paper refers to the conferment by his Excellency 

the Governor-General of the title of Nawab Mumtaz-ud-dowla 

on Mohammed Faiz Ali Khan, ©.8.I., Minister of Jaipore, 
and remarks that though the Minister’s general conduct does 
him credit, he has not given any brilliant proofs of administra- 
tive power such as would entitle him to the distinction. A 
large state like Jaipore certainly stands in great need of 


improvement. Thecreation of an educational department on 


an extensive scale, for instance, is a great desideratum. It is 

not enough to open one or two schools in the city. The edu- 

cational wants of the masses should be duly provided for. The 
Minister of Maharaja Sindhia deserves the highest praise in 

this respect. Under his auspices schools have been opened in 

all the villages in Gwalior, and an efficient inspecting staff has 

been provided. The head of the department conducts it in an 

able manner, and there is every hope of its making rapid strides 

in progress. 


The Safir-i-Star of India of the 21st September remarks 
that the subjects of the Government have to pay more for the 
protection of the country than the Native states. The popula- 
tion of the latter is some six crores, while the Indian subjects 
under the direct sway of Her Majesty number about thirteen 
crores. The army kept up by Government costs sixteen crores 
of rupees annually, out of which only seventy lakhs are con- 
tributed by the princes and chiefs of India, the rest falling 
on the Britishsubjects. The writer is of opinion that there would 
be no harm in levying another crore from the Native chiefs. 


A correspondent of the Mufid-ul-Andm of the 22nd Sep- 
tember praises the Government and remarks that, if the people 


have any grievances to complain of, their own countrymen are 
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the cause. In the matter of the income-tax, for instance, 
which has overwhelmed India with calamity, and to get rid 
of which so many plans have been tried by the people, but all — 
in vain, it has been found on inquiry that His Highness the 
Mahfraja of Jaipore, who is a member of the Legislative 
Council of the Governor-General, and whose assent is secured 
to all laws and regulations made for India before their being 
passed, had expressed his approval of the scheme. Such being 
the case, it was in vain to expect that the Council would mind 
any objections started against it. Had the Maharaja vouch- 
safed to plead in behalf of his countrymen, they would have 
escaped from the calamity. As itis, their happiness or misery 
is a poor concern to him, and his sole regard is for his title 
and seat in the Council. 


Again, the defects in the dispensary system are also due to 
the negligence of the Native doctors in charge, who as a rule 
never trouble themselves a bit about their patients, and leave the 


distribution of medicines entirely in the hands of their servants. 
The effects of this neglect of duty on the part of the Native 
doctors are, as might be expected, ruinous to patients. The 
writer thinks that Government ought to take the matter into 
its consideration and reform the abuse. 


The Majma-ul-Bahrain of the same date, referring to the 
grand preparations made by the Nawab of Rampore for the 
approaching nuptials of his son, the cost of which is estimated 
at ten lakhs of rupees, regrets that a large portion of the 
money should be wasted in useless display, and remarks that 
if the Nawab were to assign this vast sum to the Atthabad 
University, to be devoted to scholarships, and were to celebrate 
the marriage in a simple style, and bid his subjects follow his 
example, his name would be always associated with the uni- 
versity, and with the schemes for curtailing marriage expenses. 


The same paper draws the attention of the municipality of 
Ludhiana to the water of the tank there, which, it is stated, 
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has begun to stink, and might give birth to an epidemic if not 
- Gleansed betimes. 


The same paper, stating that six lakhs of rupees have been 
collected up to this time for the relief of the natives of Con- 
stantinople, who have been reduced to misery and destitution 
by the late conflagration in that city, remarks that the sum is 
as nothing compared with the loss sustained (six crores), and 
that in consequence it behoves the people of India to raise sub- 
scriptions towards the aid of the sufferers. 


The same paper, quoting from the Illustrated Times, London, 
particulars of the expenses incurred.by Government last year 
in the Abyssinian war, remarks that it is expenses such as 
these that have necessitated the imposition of the income-tax, 
adding that the capture and chastisement of Theordore could 
have been effected with half the cost. 


A correspondent of the Lawrence Gazette of the 23rd Sep- 
tember, writing from Mount Abu, states that the road to 
Nirohi and Disa is still infested with highwaymen, and that 
robbery is constantly going on. Travellers do not go that way 
except in bands of forty or fifty. But a week ago the robbers 
plundered the village Medha (situated on the road to Sirohi, 
at a distance of six kos from Abu), and then indulged them- 
selves in drinking and dancing. The correspondent remarks 
that unless the British Government directs its attention to the 
matter, the appeenets. of the robbers will not be pat a way to. 


The Panjdbt A ibd a the 24th eatin salihien! in its 
correspondence the following hints in connection with the 
‘proposed amendment of the Indian Penal Code :— 


(1) Chapt. XIIT.—The offences mentioned. in Sections 209, 
210, and 211, are punishable with imprisonment as well as fine. 


The writer thinks that fine alone would be a sufficient punish: 
ment, 
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(2) Chapt. XX.—Section 497 (on adultery). With regard 
“ this the writer thinks it unjust that the wife should escape 
from punishment. 


(3) Property stolen in a foreign country is sold: in this 
with impunity. The act prescribes no punishment for the 
offender in such cases, and the writer thinks that this omission 
should be supplied. 


(4) The Code has no special section prescribing punish- 
ment for the use of abusive language. Though this may be 
said to be included in obscene songs, made punishable in Sec- 
tion 294, it would be better in the writer’s opinion were a 
separate section assigned to it, or at least a paragraph added 
to the section in question prescribing a suitable punishment 
for the offence. 


A correspondent of the Rohilkhund Akhbar of the 24th Sep- 
tember draws attention to the extortions practised by pat- 
wa4ris upon m4lguzars, and the false suits so often. brought by 
them against the latter. In districts where the fees of patwaris 
are paid into tahsils with the land revenue, their shifts and. tricks 
cannot prevail; but as this rule does not obtain in most dis- 
tricts, and the patwé4ris are at liberty to collect their own fees, 
there is ample field for them to carry out the unfair practices 
for which they are so famous. It is common enough with 
them to collect their fees from malguzars, and then sue. the 
latter for a second payment; and, as suits of this kind are 
generally intrusted to tahsildars to settle, the: patwaris .in 
collecting the fees often take the precaution, nog to furnish a 
receipt to the malguzar, on which solely those officials base 
their decisions, unheeding the evidence of the witnesses’ that 
might be produced by the latter, _ : 


In order to remove the grievance, the writer recommends 
that Government should cause the patwari’s fees to-be paid into 
the tahsil treasury with the land revenue, to be thence distri- 
buted to the patwaris on the submission of the annual statements. 


[ - F 


of the villages in their circles. This plan will be fruitful in 

a variety of ways—(1) it will ensure greater accuracy of the 
statements in question, and despatch in their submission; (2) 
malguzars will be freed from the tricks and extortions of pat- 

waris; (3) district officers and tahsildars will be relieved from 

the multiplicity of suits now lodged by patwaris in their 

Courts. 

A correspondent of the same paper mentions that the Agent 
to the Governor-General for Eastern Rajputana has issued 
orders to the managers of Alwar not to execute any orders 
given by the Maharaja without the express sanction of the 
Assistant Agent. It is also stated that five sardars have been 
nominated. to conduct the administration of the State, and that 
a monthly allowance has been fixed for the Maharaja, whose 
conduct is to be closely watched, and daily reported to the 
Agent by the officers of the State. 


The Urdi Akhbdér of the same date notices with pleasure 
the arrangements which the Oudh Railway Company and the 
East Indian Railway authorities intend to make, with a view 
to enable Hindustani ladies and gentlemen to travel by railway 
with greater comfort and convenience; and suggests the fol- 
lowing reforms :— 

(1) That when it is time to take seats in railway-car- 
riages, Hindustani ladies be allowed to be conveyed to them in 
dolés or palanquins, instead of being obliged to leave their con- 
veyances at the station and having to walk to the carriages on 
foot, a practice which is inconsistent with the rules of female 
seclusion, and prevents no few respectable women from travel- 
ling by railway. © 

(2) The station-master should see that the ladies are- 


‘conveniently seated in the carriages. 


(3) Care should be exercised at the time of inspecting: 
and collecting the tickets at the stations not to infringe the. 
rules of female seclusion. 


( 369 ) 
(4) Care should ‘be taken “to keep the windows of car- 
-Tiages for ladies always shut, except when it is really necés- 
sary toopenthem. To secure greater seclusion, # ticket should 


be fixed on carriages for ladies, to prevent their i being opened 
by any one. | 


If the above reforms are duly attended to, respectable 
Hindust&ni ladies will no longer have an aversion to travel by 
railway, and the writer hopes -— Government will — 
of his suggestions. eee : 


The Kérndmah of the 26th September i is ‘informed. that, 
consequent on the detection of embezzlement in the case of the 
Ndzir of the Civil Court at Lucknow, the Assistant Financial 

‘Commissioner is of opinion that treasury officials should be 
required to furnish securities, to prevent them from defrauding 
the Government. This opinion seems to have been seconded by 
the Chief Commissioner, who has referred the matter to nis 

subordinate officers for an expression of their’ views. Such 
being the case, says the writer, it is necessary for us to weigh 
the proposal, and view it in its proper light. 


It is true that by having to furnish securities officials are 
afraid of making a wrongful appropriation of the public money ; 
but the plan is extremely humiliating and inconveinent to them. 
It puts them under the painful necessity of entreating others for 
a loan, a process which involves them in pecuniary difficulties, 
and not unfrequently compels them to take bribes. Apart from 
this consideration, it is well to remember in the case of Lucknow 
that the treasury officials there have from the commencement 
of the British rule in that city to the present day preserved an 
unblemished character. It is also worth while to remember 
that the duties entrusted to treasury clerks are chiefly such 
as cannot admit of embezzlement or fraud ; some, for instance, 
have to register bills, some to prepare monthly statements of ac- 
counts, and so on. Accordingly we see no reason why treasury 
officials should be made to furnish securities, a course which 
will involve them in pecuniary embarrassments, and expose them 
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to the extortions of ;mahdjane, te whom they will. be. obliged 
to haye recourse for loans. As it.is, the municipal and: income- 
taxes are monthly deducted from their small pay ; so, in case of 
having to furnish security, an extra charge will have-to be 
paid as interest on this, = 


On these.grounds, the writer is far from approving the plan 
though he. thinks. it might be carried out in the case of .men 
employed in banks. Byt the best and surest. way to. escape 
the frauds of officials will, in his opinion, be for the heads of 
offices to exercise personal supervision over the accounts month 
by month. Security will be but a poor safeguard against dis- 
honesty . The good will always act honestly to gain reputation : 
while the vicious will not be restrained from their dishonest 
career by any means. 


The same paper reports that since the breaking up of the 
Ganges pontoon-bridge at Cawnpore, the Oudh Railway Com- 
pany has stopped taking goods for despatch te remote cities 
‘and towns. Goods for Cawnpore are alone taken and delivered 
at the Company’s station on this side of the Ganges. Ferry- 
boats leaving Cawnpore at 5 a.m. reach this side of the river 
in three hours; in consequence of which passengers are put to 
great inconvenience. Some arrive in time to obtain tickets, 
while others reach too late, and miss the train. These have to 
suffer great inconvenience, and to pass the day in open fields, 
without any shade or shelter from the rays of the sun. 


There is no resting-place on this side of the river to accom- 
modate them, and if they resort to the station they are driven 


out by railway employés. The writer thinks that the authori- 
ties should take notice of this grievance. 


The same paper notices the bad practice of driving furi- 
: ously through the city after night-fall. It is remarked that 
in the time of Colonel Chamberlain, the late City Magistrate, 
the police had strict orders not to allow any buggy or car- 
riage to go without lights in the streets after dark. This rule is 
now treated with indifference, and accidents are the result. 


bas UR ett ee NS RE AR a CARES a am ae . SK. antes keg 
Pe ee la ae aa 
- Re . ad * . . 


Bath « 


( 871 ) 


The writer hopes ‘that the City Mapistrate :will. isstis strict 
orders esate the — of became after mute — 
lamps. 


The same paper publishes i in its sical a etter from. 
Maulavi Amir Hasan, Assistant Commissioner, Bhégalpore: 
The writer refers to the false report which was spread by the 
bigoted Musalmans of some parts of India, at the instigation 
of the Wahébis, that a crusade was going on at Satdnd, a 
place inhabited by Wahabis. He then combats the belief’. of 
bigoted Musalmans that a crusade could be lawful under the 
existing circumstances. He disproves all such legality, and 
quotes the decree passed by the most distinguished doctors of 
the law at Delhi, Rampore, and Lucknow, in support of . his 
position. The gist of the decree is that as the English allow 
Musalmans freely to observe their religious rites, and as in 
case of the Musalmans making war there is the certainty of 
defeat, the conditions under which a crusade could be lawful 
are wanting, and therefore the crusade itself is unlawful. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Dabdaba-i-Sikandart of the 29th August reports that 
the Maharaja of Alwar has applied for permission to visit Eng- 
land, and is making preparations for the journey. The writer 
thinks that some long-headed man has perhaps suggested that 
step to the Maharaja, and advised him to es his wrongs 
to the Parliament. 


A correspondent of the Naiyir-t-Akbar of the 15th Sep- 
tember praises Mr. Jenkinson, the Magistrate of Sahéranpore, 
for laying out Rs. 500 from his own pocket in the purchase of - 
medicines for distribution to the sick of the district. He has 
notified in the city that persons suffering from any disease 
should have recourse to him for medicine; and has moreover 
employed two men to go round the city with a store of medi- 
cines to distribute where needed. 


The Oudh Akhbdr of the 20th September gives ini prospec- 
tus of a now society founded at Allygurh, under the name of 
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the Indian Reform League. -The object of the society is to 
exert itself in the cause of India’s good and the promotion of 
civilization and refinement; to instill virtuous and loyal senti- 
ments in the minds, of the people; and to discuss all points 
connected with laws and regulations and the procedure of the 
Courts that may appear faulty or ‘objectionable, suggesting 
reforms and improvements where necessary. 


- . The Saftr-i-Star of India of the 21st September reports 
that Her Highness the Begam of Bhupal intends to visit 
England. e | 
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The following Vernacular newspapers have been examined 
in this report, viz.:— 


The 5th October, 1870- 


WHERE PuB- WHen ReE- 

No. NAME. LISHED. wane. CEIVED. 

7 1870. 1870. 
1 | Gydn Praddynt Patrikd, | Said Mittha, ...j For July. | Septr. 28th 
2 | Dabdaba-i-Sikandarf, ... | Rampore, oo. [August 29th » . 276h 
3 | Gydn Praddynt Pairikd, | Said Mittha, ... | For August. » 28th 
4 | Riféh-i-Khaldigq, e. | Shahjehanpore, | Septr. Ist » 24th 
5 | Kavi Bachan Sudhd,_ ... | Benares, cee ~ 9th | , 24th 
6 Maila- 7-lV: ur, ee Cawnpore ’ eee 99 ] 2th 99 2 7th 
7 | Dabdabd-i-Sikandari, ... | Rampore, eee » 12th » 28th 
8 | Jagat Samdchdr, .o» | Meerut, see » 12th » 28th 
9 | Riféh-i-Khaldig, ... | Shahjehanpore, » 15th » 24th 
10 | Naiyir-i-Akbar, .». | Bijnour, oe » 15th » 27th 
11 Akhbédr-i-Al am, eee Meerut, cee 99. 15th 9 28tk 
12 | Khair Khwéh-i-Panjd6,... | Gujaranwalla, ... » 15th » 28th 
13 | Gwalior Gazette, «« | Gwalior, coe » 18th » 29th 
14 | Jagat Samdchdr, ... | Meerut, re ee eee » 28th 
15 | Mdrwdr Gazette, see | JOdhpore, , » 19th » 29th 
16 Nasim-i-J aunpore, ee J aunpore, eee so 20th 4 24th 
17 | Oudh Akhbar, ». | Lucknow, iva » 20th » 25th 
18 | Agra Akhbar, oo. | Agra, on » 20th » 27th 
19 mal-ul-Akhbdr, ». | Delhi, ove 9 Stat » 27th 
20 | Safitr-i-Star of India, .., | Gujaranwalla, ... » 2st » 28th 
21 | Mdlwa Akhbar, — .. | Indour, eee »  2ist » 29th 
22 | Benares Akhbar, e+e | Benares, oes » 22nd » 27th 
93 | Mufid-ul-Andm, ... | Futtehgurh, ...j] , 22nd » 27th 
24 | Naiyir-i-Akbar, ...|Bijnour, ..| . 29nd] , 927th 
95 Akhbdr -t-Alam, eee Meerut, eee 99 22nd tt 28th 
26 | Majma-ul-Bahrain, ee | Ludhiana, ..)/ , 22nd » 29th 
27 Allygurh Institute Ga- | Allygurh, bee 9»  2erd » 26th 
zette. 
28 | Lawrence Gazette, eee Meerut, gee 99 23rd 99 27th 
29 | Rajpiténa Social Science | Jaipore, oes » 28rd » 29th 
r, ol 
30 | Panjabi Akhbdr, oe | Lahore, oe 9» 24th » 30th 
31 | Orda Akhbar, eee | Delhi, ae 95 24th » 26th 
32 | Urdi Delhi Gazette, ... | Agra, vas 9 24th »  2tth 
33 Anjuman-i-H ind, eee Lucknow, eco | gg 24th ” 29th 
34 Rohilkhund Akhbar , eee Muradabad, ée0 ry 24th 9 30th 
35 | Kédrnémah, oes Lucknow, eee | ry 26th 99 30th 
ALLAHABAD : SOHAN LAL, 


Off79. Govt. Reporter, Vernacular Press, 
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